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This month's theme is the National Standard of Presentational Communication, so our feature 
article, Preparing Powerful Presentations , shows how to make your students' presentation more 
effective (and less frightening). A related article explains how to help students Prepare an 
Exciting and Engaging Digital Presentation . Tech for Teachers  examines using Skype for 
language practice exchanges. Candice , our study-abroad blogger, tells us about the Christmas witch
in Candice al Dente . The Culture Club  gives you lots of last-minute shopping ideas, a new 
lesson plan, and a Mystery Photo Contest. YANA helps a new teacher teach without the book, while
engaging students in using their target language. 
At right you can see us at ACTFL in San Antonio. Be sure you check the schedule of our Summer
Institutes for 2008 . We hope you find one that interests you!

 Announcements:

A call for proposals is out now for the 2008 ACTFL Annual Convention and World Languages Expo in 
Orlando, Florida, November 21-23, 2008. The theme is Opening Minds to the World Through Languages.
The Modern Language Association  reports increases in the study of foreign languages at colleges and universities since
2002 in its recently released survey on  ÒEnrollments in Languages Other Than English in United States Institutions of Higher
Education, Fall 2006,Ó  a survey funded by a Department of Education grant. See the press release and the full report here .
Registration is now available for the National Chinese Language Conference on Building Global Competence of U.S.
Students: Making Chinese Accessible for All , April 17-19, 2008 Renaissance Hotel, Washington, D.C.
Ohio announces its Language Road Map  for the 21st Century to create a multilingual workforce by developing and launching
innovative programs. 
Panels to discuss Representing Foreign Language Education at the Federal Level in the United States  are being 
sponsored by editors of The Modern Language Journal, at major language conferences.
Check out our expanded Teacher's Calendar  with international conference listings  and all state and language-specific 
language teacher conferences . 

Troubleshooting:
If your email client does not recognize the links in this webzine, or the links do not work, you can go straight to the NCLRC newsletter
online page by clicking this link www.nclrc.org/newsletter.html  or copying and pasting the link into your browser address bar.

 Feature article
Preparing Powerful Presentations 
By Sheila Cockey and Dorcas Francisco 
The presentational mode is one of the three components of the
Communication Standard and as such requires that students do
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just what they seem to fear most: speak in front of the class... Add
speaking in a foreign language, and you are guaranteed to have a
class full of anxious, scared students. However, this does not
have to be the case! No matter the field of study or career, being
able to articulate your thoughts clearly is an invaluable asset.
Just imagine how much better it would be for students to
successfully present in more than one language! What
techniques and tips can language students use to ease the fear of
public speaking in the target language? From the very first day
and every day after that, help your students gain new confidence
and skills by teaching your students some of the ideas discussed
below.Read more...

 Teacher's Diary

Thanks for the test! ? 
Bill, teacher educator in Columbia, South Carolina, shares his
reflections on teaching new language teachers. 
Dear Diary:
The midterm period has come and now passedÉfinally.
Traditionally, schools mark the midpoint of the semester with
some sort of assessment, and we do the same. ...Well, for the
past few weeks we have been discussing strategies and models
associated with teaching reading and listening. So as a midterm
assessment, I gave the students a take home essay exam
focusing on two questions: one dealt with reading and listening
comprehension and the other with classroom management
strategies. ...As one of the French students turned in her essay to
me during class, she said, ÒI loved having to do this test. It really
made me think about how to approach teaching reading.Ó ThereÕs
something I donÕt hear much as a teacher educator. Read
more...

 Teaching Heritage Learners: Root 
Words 

Edited by Jamie Lepore Wright.
This column features an article on a
topic related to heritage language
learning and news for teachers of
heritage learners.

Heritage Learners Ð Can they
compete, too?

by Belinda Sauret, Ph.D., Oakwood,
Georgia My students have successfully
presented skits, debated, and performed

stories. But a public performance is parallel to publication for
writing. The work always seems to matter more if more people are
receiving it: listening, reading, even judging. Two sorts of
competition are available to foreign language teachers in my
district. Because both these affairs were conceived as practice for
students acquiring a second language, native speakers of the
target languages arenÕt included in
the festivities. As a matter of fact,
the organizers of both contests
have clearly stated their preference
that native speakers not
compete... the Spanish for Native
Speakers students have no spoken
contests, can develop no friendly
rivalry with their counterparts from
other schools, and donÕt have the
chance of bringing home a trophy
to display in the awards case.
Read more...  

 Readers' Corner 

Here's where you, our dear readers, can TALK BACK! This
month we ask about teaching culture.

Which cultural product do you think reveals the most
about a cultureÕs perspectives? Answer our Poll

How do you tie cultural products with perspectives in
your teaching?  Click here to answer the Question

November's Poll was What type of presentations work
best for your students? and the Monthly Question was:How
do you have students prepare for giving presentations
in class? See the responses ...

Screening Room . Peruse both the current entries and the
respective Collections in these three rooms. This monthÕs
TeacherÕs Loung e features a lesson plan for teachers of
Spanish, ÒA Visit to a Spanish Restaurant.Ó  The Photo
Gallery  launches a new Where in the World? Mystery
Photo Contest  and announces the winner of the November
contest. In the Internet Media Room  you will find an
exciting announcement about the soon-to-be-launched Culture
Shocks Blog . Take a sneak peek!
Please take the mini-poll  (it will take about 3 seconds of your
time) and let us know which room of the Culture Club is your
favorite.

 Study Abroad Blog: Candice al 
Dente

Candice is a student friend of ours on a
program in Rome, who is
corresponding with our own Christine
Meloni. Follow her adventures
throughout this semester as she learns
all about Rome. You can comment or
give her suggestions, too. Tuesday,
December 11, 2007: It's Beginning
To Look Alot Like Christmas...
Ciao! I just got back from Piazza Navona
Christmas fair. From December 1st to
about the first week in January there is
little market of assorted goods from
candy to ornaments to nativity figures. I
was a little disappointed because I was

expecting it to contain more unique and hand crafted Christmas
goods. Most of the stands offered the same Christmas
decorations and food as the stand next to them. At times it
reminded me of a state fair in America with the water squirt gun
games and ring toss, they even had the large plush stuff animals
as prizes! ... However I did learn in Italy La Befana is the
traditional Christmas character, not Santa Claus. La Befana
originates from an Italian folklore and is a witch who visits all the
children of Italy on the eve of January 6th... Read Candice's
Blog

 Dear YANA

Classroom Solutions: Teaching Without the Book! 

By Sheila Cockey. YANA stands for 'You
are Not Alone." Your questions on
challenges in your classrooms are
answered by an expert on languages and
culture teaching . 
This month's question:

I see other teachers never opening the book and still
engaging students in using the TL and incorporating
the same pieces that the book users are incorporating. I
want to teach without the book! Do you have some
suggestions on how I can do this?

Read YANA's answer...

 Websites for Teachers

Make Skype more than just another desktop icon  by
Ben Redmond, George Washington
University          SkypeÕs innovative
software offers instructors the
opportunity to promote international
language exchange, but only if they
make use of fitting complementary
applications. DonÕt expect students
to connect with a capable and
enthusiastic language exchange
partner by casually browsing the

profiles of 200 million plus Skype users. Instead, point them to
the Mixxer, an online language exchange database provided by
Dickinson College, which hosts a global community of over
13,000 members. The Mixxer helps Skype users find an
exchange partner by narrowing their search according to native
language and one of 28 available target languages.. Read more
...

 Language Policy Update
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 For Your Classroom
Helping Students Prepare an Exciting and Engaging 
Digital Presentation
by Sheila Cockey 
The presentational mode of communication lays out
expectations that students must be able to present information to
an audience without any direct, interpersonal communication.
Of course, if the presentational mode is oral, it is likely that the
student and audience are in the same room. However, in todayÕs
connected, digital, electronic world, that is no longer
necessarily the case. The question then becomes, how do we
prepare the student to do an oral presentation when the audience
is not visible?Read more...

 Languages...? Ask Dora

Dora Johnson is a Program Associate at Center for Applied
Linguistics, and answers reader's questions related to
languages. This month's questions:

Is there a test or a program leading to certification as an
interpreter?

I am a high school senior. I will be needing help paying
for my college tuition. I was wondering if your
institution had any special scholarships such as: If I take
4 years of a certain language, your institution will help
pay for my college tuition. Does your institution offer
any thing like this?

Read Dora's answers...

JNCL Update
from Dave Edwards  
During the Thanksgiving recess, President Bush vetoed the
House Labor/HHS/Education bill (H.R. 3043) that we updated
you about in early November. Prior to the recess, the House
Committee on Education and Labor marked up its version of the
reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (H.R. 4137 Ð College
Opportunity and Affordability Act of 2007).  Read more...

 Professional Development,
Conferences and Funding 
Opportunities
We've compiled the conference announcements in one
easy-to-access place, the Teachers' Calendar . 
Find out which conferences are coming your way this year here...
Also, see grants and scholarships here

 Critical Languages  
Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Russian, and more  
The Department of State  announces Intensive Summer 
Language Institutes  for Chinese, Arabic and Russian 
Teachers; Applications are available for the Summer 2008 
Startalk grants  and the Asia Society and the College board 
cosponsor the National Chinese Language Conference in 
April. Read more...

NCLRC Staff

Happy Holidays from the NCLRC staff!
Hope you enjoy the upcoming
break! Here's a photo from our
ACTFL booth. Thanks to our
many readers who stopped by
our booth in San Antonio and
told us what they are using from
this newsletter, and how much
they appreciate the information
we provide. We really

appreciated all of the positive feedback. 
Jill Robbins, editor

The Language Resource is a monthly publication of the National Capital Language Resource Center http://www.nclrc.org  to provide 
practical teaching strategies, share insights from research, and announce professional development opportunities for all foreign 
language educators. 

Funded by the US Department of Education through Title VI, we are a consortium of Georgetown University , The George Washington 
University, and the Center for Applied Linguistics.

Also available on our website

Culture Club Elementary Immersion Learning Strategies Resource 
Guide

Arabic K-12 Teachers' newsletter The Essentials of Language Teaching

Sailing the 5 Cs with Learning Strategies :
A Resource Guide for Secondary Foreign Language Educators

Developing Autonomy in Language Learners : Learning 
Strategies Instruction in Higher Education 

Portfolio Assessment in the Foreign Language 
Classroom

Russian for Russians
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