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Each month this  year  we are  looking at  at  theme from the
Language Teacher Education Conference. This month's
theme is part of the 'Practices' theme, Action Research. We
offer  two  feature  articles  on  how  teacher  preparation
programs are integrating action research with other learning
experiences. Catch up on the conference buzz  to find out
who's coming. Teacher's Diary finds Anita questioning the
level  of  her  IB  class.  We  introduce  a  new  Study-abroad
Blog, Érica En Sudamérica written by our intern in Chile.
You can see her at right in front of Palacio de La Moneda.
Testing  Tips  focuses  on  the  Language  Testing  Research
Colloquium  meeting  in  Denver  this  week.  Tech  for
Teachers reviews new online resources for language study in
the  classroom  and  the  results  of  the  ACTFL  video  contest.
Culture Club  is  updated with new music reviews,  a photo
contest, and an updated Bloggers' Den. Be sure you check
out  our  Arabic  and  Russian  Webcasts,  which  we're
podcasting, too.

 Announcements:

Need continuing education credits? Want to learn how to strum a few cords and take a FREE guitar back to your
classroom? Curious on how to improve students' developing listening comprehension skills? Then click on our
summer institutes to find out how! If you register between now and April 1st you will automatically be entered
into a drawing to win one free day of a summer institute!
April 1 is the early registration deadline for Preparing Teachers for the 21st Century: the Sixth
International Conference on Language Teacher Education in Washington May 28 - 30, 2009. Read
details of the main events here.
CARLA announces its Summer Institutes
UCLA Announces a new K-12 gateway for Less Commonly Taught Languages

Troubleshooting:
If your email client does not recognize the links in this webzine, or the links do not work, you can go straight to the NCLRC
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newsletter online page by clicking this link www.nclrc.org/newsletter.html or copying and pasting the link into your browser
address bar.

 Feature article

This  month  we  are  looking  at  how  Action  Research  is
taught  in  two  different  language  teacher  preparation
programs. The authors of these articles will be presenting
at our conference, Preparing Language Teachers for
the 21st Century.

Action  Research  in  Teacher  Preparation:
Scaffolding Reflective Practitioners
Daryl Gordon and Diana Schwinge, Adelphi University

Using the tools of action research to investigate a practical
issue  of  concern  to  their  teaching  practice,  students
critically  evaluate  teaching  methods  learned  throughout
the  program,  look  deeply  into  the  lived  experiences  of
teachers and students in the classroom, and develop an
inquiry stance in order to learn about students' developing
language proficiency, interests, and experiences in and out
of the classroom.
Read more...

Integrating  Action  Research  into  Pre-Service
Coursework
Sarah  Jourdain  and  Prosper  Sanou,  Stony  Brook
University
'How do we know which methods really work in practice?'
asks a future language teacher. Answer: Try some out. If
we would like our pre-service teachers to come away with
more than just a theoretical knowledge of pedagogy, we
must provide them with opportunities to experiment with
teaching methods even prior to student teaching.
Read more...

 Language Teacher Education Conference
Buzz

Who's coming to the Preparing Language
Teachers for the 21st Century: Sixth International
Conference on Language Teacher Education? We
hope you are! Among the presenters who have
confirmed are:

Dick Allwright and Judith Hanks (Leeds, UK)
Elaine Tarone (CARLA)
Judith Shrum (Va Tech)
Donald Freeman (U Mich)
Yafu Gong (China)
Rebecca Oxford (UMD)
Joan Rubin (US)
Anne-Brit Fenner (Norway)
JoAnn Crandall (UMBC)
Ines Miller (Brazil)

 Culture Club

edited by Christine Meloni
Visit  the  Culture  Club!  Marcel  LaVergne  has  written  a
most  interesting  article  on  using  poetry  in  the  French
classroom  for  the  Teachers'  Lounge  entitled  "The
Francophone World as Seen Through the Eyes of Poets of
the French Language." New reviews have been added to
the  Library  (French,  German,  Italian,  and  Norwegian
books)  and  to  the  Screening  Room  (French,  Italian,
Russian,  and  Spanish  films).  The  Bloggers'  Den  has
been reorganized, and the focus is the Culture Club's very
own Culture  Shocks  blog.  Take  a  look  at  the  stories  of
amusing  cross-cultural  stories  and  please  consider
contributing one or more of your own stories. (You may
win a prize for your entry!) And, of course, a new Where in
the World? Mystery Photo Contest has been launched in
the Photo Gallery.

 Tech for Teachers

ACTFL Video Contest Winners Announced
by Tom Braslavsky, National Capital Language Resource
Center
As  part  of  ACTFL's  Discover  Languages,  Discover  the
World!  public  awareness  campaign,  Video  Podcast
Competition  invited  students  grades  PK-16  to  submit
short video podcasts promoting foreign language study.  
Read more...

Vistawide
by Tom Braslavsky, National Capital Language Resource
Center
If  you  are  looking  for  a  large  online  repository  of
information  on  language-learning,  you  may  do  well  to
check  out  Vistawide,  the  self-proclaimed  "information
source for language learners and language learning on the
web."
Read more...

 Professional Development, Conferences
and Funding Opportunities

The Spring conference season is underway. Find out about
all  of the local and national conferences in one easy-to-
access  place,  the  Teachers'  Calendar.  We  also  list
fellowship  and  grant  opportunities  and  teacher
exchange and study programs,  along with student
scholarships for foreign language study.

 Study-Abroad Blog
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Martha Nyikos (IU)
Thomas Robb (Kyoto)

See more details here...

An intriguing selection of Pre-Conference
Workshops is planned. The registration fee for
these workshops has been reduced to $50
until April 1. See details here.

 Teacher's Diary

Ani ta i s a fi r st ye ar  Spani sh  teach er  in a
subur ban sch ool  near  Chi cag o. Sh e is shar i ng
her  th oug hts and e xpe r i ence s al l  th i s ye ar
w i th  our  r eade r s.

Dear Diary,
At the beginning of second semester I was assigned a new
schedule of classes. My Spanish 2s are mostly the same,
but because there is another Spanish 4 teacher, I now have
a large group of new Spanish 4s - half of which are in the
IB program - who seem complacent, spoiled, and bored.
This is not the type of scholar I expected. I wonder if this
is a common experience?
Read more...

 Heritage Learners

Discourses  in  Dying  Languages:  My  Story  With
Yiddish
A  report  on  the  talk  by  Miriam  Isaacs  at  the
National Museum of Language
by  Tom  Braslavsky,  National
Capital  Language  Resource
Center
Born  in  a  post-war  refugee
camp  in  Germany  in  1946,
Miriam  Isaacs  grew  up  in
Montreal  with  parents  who
exclusively  spoke  Yiddish  at
home. Isaacs recounted a story
of how one day,  when she was
10, her father explained why it was important for her to
know the language.
Read more...

 Readers' Corner

M ont hly Qu est ion
Last  month  we  asked  about  observations.  What  have
you  learned  from  the  experience  of  being
observed?  Who  observed  you  in  what  context?
Read responses here.
How would you improve your school's method of

Erica In South America [Érica En Sudamérica]
by Erica Manta
I made it! After 24 hours of
traveling, two delayed flights, and
one itinerary change, I finally
made it to Santiago. It's been a
whirlwind of days, and it feels like
I've been here forever even though
it's been barely 6 days. Everything,
from the weather to my fellow
students to the city to my host
family, has been amazing. A few fun facts/updates:

For the first time in my life, I don't feel short. I
actually feel ... tall? Weird. I'm taller than most/all
of the Chilean women, and a good number of the
men as well.
The Spanish is tough. The Chilean dialect is
notoriously difficult for its slang and the tendency
to drop consonants, as well as quick speed. If
someone speaks slowly/clearly - like a professor,
or my host mom when she wants to tell me
something important, my understanding is good.
The food is delicious. Lots of fresh fruit and
vegetables - I get to eat avocado in various forms
almost everyday. Saturday my family and I went to
la feria, which is the market.

Read more...

 Testing Tips

by  Margaret  Malone,
CAL
I'm  co-chairing  the
Language  Testing
Research  Colloquium  in
Denver  from  March
16-20.  It  occurred  to  me
that perhaps some of you
have  never  heard  of  this
conference  and  might

wonder,

What is this conference all about?
Who goes to a conference devoted to the issue of
language testing?
What do you talk about there?
How does this impact me as a teacher?
What is the Language Testing Research
Colloquium?

The Language Testing Research Colloquium (LTRC) is the
annual conference of the International Language Testing
Association (ILTA). ILTA is an international group of
scholars whose research and dedication to the field of
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teacher  assessment?  Click  here  to  answer  the
Question.
Poll
How does your school assess your performance as
a teacher? Click here to answer the Poll.
We  would  love  to  hear  your  thoughts  and  feelings
regarding  this  month's  questions!  All  insights  are
welcome!

 Classroom Solutions: YANA

Edited by Sheila Cockey.
YANA stands for 'You are
Not Alone.' Your
questions on challenges in
your classrooms are
answered by an expert on
languages and culture
teaching.

This month's question:

Keeping up my language skills is a tough challenge
when I only teach levels I and II. Do you have any
suggestions? Read YANA's answer...

Critical Languages

News: Many LRCs are announcing their summer events
for critical languages. Among them are a Symposium on
Himalayan,  an  institute  on  Languages  of  the  Muslim
World,  and  a  new  Gateway  for  K-12  in  LCTLs.  Read
more...

 

language testing are respected both within and outside the
profession. Who goes to a conference devoted to language
testing? Read more...

Webcasts

NCLRC announces new podcasts in Russian and Arabic.
These are drawn from twice-monthly webcasts with
student activities. See Russian and Arabic home pages.

 

 

Podcast of Discourses in Dying Languages: My
Story with Yiddish by Miriam Isaacs.

NCLRC Staff

We're  attending  the  Title  VI  50th  Anniversary
Conference this week. - The NCLRC Staff

The Language Resource is a monthly publication of the National Capital Language Resource Center to provide practical
teaching strategies, share insights from research, and announce professional development opportunities for all foreign
language educators. Funded by the US Department of Education through Title VI, we are a consortium of Georgetown
University , The George Washington University, and the Center for Applied Linguistics.

Also a vaila ble  on ou r we bsit e

Culture Club Elementary Immersion Learning Strategies
Resource Guide

Arabic K-12 Teachers' newsletter The Essentials of Language Teaching

Sailing the 5 Cs with Learning Strategies:
A Resource Guide for Secondary Foreign Language

Developing Autonomy in Language Learners:
Learning Strategies Instruction in Higher Education
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Educators

Portfolio Assessment in the Foreign Language
Classroom

Russian for Russians

   
Un sub scri be f rom  thi s new sle tte r
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